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MUSEUM'S 1997 ATTENDANCE TOPS 630,000 — 

THIRD HIGHEST VISITORSHIP IN CMA HISTORY 

(Cleveland, OH) Robert P. Bergman, Director of the Cleveland Museum of Art, announced 
today that the museum's total attendance for 1997 was 632,489 making it the third highest 
annual attendance since the museum opened its doors in 1916. It also reflects an increase of 
97,000 visitors from 1996, and an increase of 177,000 visitors since 1995. 

Commenting on the results, Bergman said: "We are very pleased to have welcomed so 
many people this past year, reaffirming that this museum is truly one of Cleveland's premier 
cultural beacons and attractions. It is especially gratifying to accomplish this attendance in a 
year in which only three major exhibitions were offered. It says to us that our permanent 
collection continues to be a draw in itself. It's also a clear sign that our many audience 
development and community-based efforts are beginning to show results. They include a 
variety of projects throughout the community, new Friday evening hours, tourist-targeted 
marketing, and the Mike Hargrove video, along with other programs, many funded by the Lila 
Wallace-Reader's Digest Fund as part of our Convening the Community initiative." 

Attendance for the three major exhibitions for the year were led by Faberge in 
America (February 9-May 1 1) with 172,600 visitors. The summer exhibition Glass Today 
(June 29-September 14) drew 71,250 and When Silk Was Gold (October 26-January 4), 
attracted 43,499 in 1997, and 47,613 overall. Among the smaller exhibitions Manet, Monet, 
and Whistler: Three Masterpieces (May 23-January 4) drew 96,030 over seven months, and 
53,886 visitors viewed Thomas Eakins: The Rowing Pictures (February 29-May 15) during 
a run that overlapped with Faberge in America. 

The highest attendance year was the 75th Anniversary in 1992 with 719,620 visitors. 
Major exhibitions that year included Egypt's Dazzling Sun: Amenhotep III and His World 
(186,139) and Picasso & Things: The Still Lifes of Picasso (1 12,977). In 1987, the CMA 
drew 679,797 visitors on the strength of Impressionist and Post-Impressionist 
Masterpieces: The Courtauld Collection, a free exhibition which attracted 181,155 people. 
In addition to 1997, there were only two other years in which attendance topped the 600,000 
mark. The 1956 year drew 604,810 visitors on the strength of The Family of Man-Steichen 
Photos (1 13,187) and the May Show (1 17,230). And the 1948 year attracted 600,841 
visitors largely due to post WWII interests in the exhibition Masterpieces from Berlin 
Museum (151,240). 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is now preparing for its next major exhibition, Vatican 
Treasures (February 8-April 12), which is expected to draw approximately 150,000 visitors. 
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